February 26, 2008

Public Health Commitiee -
Room 3000, Legislative Office Building
Hartford CT 06106

Dear Committee Members:
Please consider this letter of support on behalf of MARC, Inc., of Manchesterfdr-Propased Bill. No. 494

MARG, Inc. was started in May, 1952 by a small group of parents who wanted more for their children with disabilities
than was then being offered, Over the years MARC, Inc., has grown from its first home in a church basement, to a
sheltered workshop, to an old school building, and finally to ifs present location on West Middle Turnpike. Continually
upgrading and improving services offered to their clients. MARC, Inc., is presently seeking to again update their services
and facilities with the construction of a new facility in the Town of Manchester:

This new, state-of-the-art facility will allow MARC, Inc. fo expand the number.of people served. Without the new, !érger
facmty MARC may be requrred to limit or suspend enroiiment of additional clients into thezr services, part:culariy those

requirements. This expansion will accommodate the need for additional restronms conference rooms, and office space,
as well as state-of-the-art equipment to enhance service delivery, a physical Higrapy/lexercise room to meet 4
eccupationaliphysical therapy needs and "green space” to allow for picnic tables and/or gazebo for their clients, staff
and visitors. ' ‘

Undef thé viéionary gnidanc'e of 'Laur'ie"Prytko and more recently under the strong leadership of Ken Charpentier, MARC
has never faled to rise to any challenge involving Manchester or its citizens where its resources could make an impact,
regardEess of the fi nanc:a! or.manpower. issues involved.
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Over the years the Greater Manchester Chamber ef Commerce has parfn h MARC !ns,, fn numemus programs
and has seen firsthand the effect MARC's services have on the communi age as. weilr & the business community.
The Greater Manchester Chamber of Commerce recognizés the tremendous dontribution: MARC has riate fo our Town,
and foresee even greater accomplishments that wm benef it area residents. and busmesses if MARC is able to

successfully expand here in Manchester.

Thank you for your time and conSIderatlon.
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